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In 1898, the New York state legislature created Greater New York, a metropolis of three and a half million
people, the second largest city in the world, and arguably the most diverse and complex urban environment
in history. In this far-ranging study, Keith D. Revell shows how experts in engineering, law, architecture,
public health, public finance, and planning learned to cope with the daunting challenges of collective living
on this new scale. Engineers applied new technologies to build railroad tunnels under the Hudson River and
construct aqueducts to quench the thirst of a city on the verge of water famine. Sanitarians attempted to clean
up a harbor choked by millions of gallons of raw sewage. Economists experimented with new approaches to
financing urban infrastructure. Architects and planners wrestled with the problems of skyscraper regulation
and regional growth. These issues of city-building and institutional change involved more than the familiar
push and pull of interest groups or battles between bosses, reformers, immigrants, and natives. Revell details
the ways that technical values?distinctive civic culture of expertise?helped reshape ideas of community,
generate new centers of public authority, and change the physical landscape of New York City.

Building Gotham thus demonstrates how a group of ambitious professionals overcame the limits of
traditional means of decision-making and developed the city-building practices that enabled New York to
become America's first mega-city.
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From reader reviews:

Dominique Fletcher:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Building Gotham: Civic Culture and
Public Policy in New York City, 1898-1938 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Debbie Jackson:

The knowledge that you get from Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York City,
1898-1938 is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Building Gotham:
Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York City, 1898-1938 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in
New York City, 1898-1938 instantly.

Simona Vela:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be read. Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York City, 1898-1938
can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

John Stewart:

Beside this Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York City, 1898-1938 in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy
in New York City, 1898-1938 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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