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Among the pressing concerns of Americans in the first century of nationhood were day-to-day survival,
political harmony, exploration of the continent, foreign policy, and--fixed deeply in the collective
consciousness--hell and eternal damnation. The fear of fire and brimstone and the worm that never dies
exerted a profound and lasting influence on Americans' ideas about themselves, their neighbors, and the rest
of the world.

Kathryn Gin Lum poses a number of vital questions: Why did the fear of hell survive Enlightenment
critiques in America, after largely subsiding in Europe and elsewhere? What were the consequences for early
and antebellum Americans of living with the fear of seeing themselves and many people they knew eternally
damned? How did they live under the weighty obligation to save as many souls as possible? What about
those who rejected this sense of obligation and fear? Gin Lum shows that beneath early Americans' vaunted
millennial optimism lurked a pervasive anxiety: that rather than being favored by God, they and their nation
might be the object of divine wrath. As time-honored social hierarchies crumbled before revival fire,
economic unease, and political chaos, "saved" and "damned" became as crucial distinctions as race, class,
and gender. The threat of damnation became an impetus for or deterrent from all kinds of behaviors, from
reading novels to owning slaves.

Gin Lum tracks the idea of hell from the Revolution to Reconstruction. She considers the ideas of theological
leaders like Jonathan Edwards and Charles Finney, as well as those of ordinary women and men. She
discusses the views of Native Americans, Americans of European and African descent, residents of Northern
insane asylums and Southern plantations, New England's clergy and missionaries overseas, and even
proponents of Swedenborgianism and annihilationism. Damned Nation offers a captivating account of an
idea that played a transformative role in America's intellectual and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Duane Harden:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Damned Nation: Hell in America from the
Revolution to Reconstruction seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Damned Nation: Hell in America
from the Revolution to Reconstruction is not only giving you more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book Damned Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to
Reconstruction. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Christopher Pruett:

This Damned Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to Reconstruction usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Damned Nation: Hell in America
from the Revolution to Reconstruction can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Damned Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to
Reconstruction giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donna Valdez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Damned Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to
Reconstruction can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

John Stewart:

The reason why? Because this Damned Nation: Hell in America from the Revolution to Reconstruction is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help



improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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