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Current textbooks in formal semantics are all versions of, or introductions to, the same paradigm in semantic
theory: Montague Grammar. Knowledge of Meaning is based on different assumptions and a different
history. It provides the only introduction to truth- theoretic semantics for natural languages, fully integrating
semantic theory into the modern Chomskyan program in linguistic theory and connecting linguistic
semantics to research elsewhere in cognitive psychology and philosophy. As such, it better fits into a modern
graduate or undergraduate program in linguistics, cognitive science, or philosophy. Furthermore, since the
technical tools it employs are much simpler to teach and to master,  Knowledge of Meaning can be taught by
someone who is not primarily a semanticist.

Linguistic semantics cannot be studied as a stand-alone subject but only as part of cognitive psychology, the
authors assert. It is the study of a particular human cognitive competence governing the meanings of words
and phrases. Larson and Segal argue that speakers have unconscious knowledge of the semantic rules of their
language, and they present concrete, empirically motivated proposals about a formal theory of this
competence based on the work of Alfred Tarski and Donald Davidson. The theory is extended to a wide
range of constructions occurring in natural language, including predicates, proper nouns, pronouns and
demonstratives, quantifiers, definite descriptions, anaphoric expressions, clausal complements, and adverbs.

Knowledge of Meaning gives equal weight to philosophical, empirical, and formal discussions. It addresses
not only the empirical issues of linguistic semantics but also its fundamental conceptual questions, including
the relation of truth to meaning and the methodology of semantic theorizing. Numerous exercises are
included in the book.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theory.

Augustine Klotz:

The knowledge that you get from Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theory is the more
deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic
Theory giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Knowledge of Meaning:
An Introduction to Semantic Theory instantly.

Solomon Steward:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Knowledge of
Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theory suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theoryis the
main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Joyce Lynch:

Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theory can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Knowledge of Meaning: An Introduction to Semantic Theory yet doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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