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Over the last one hundred years, the image of the physically strong, confident, muscular woman has been the
object of derision, fascination, and erotic fantasy; she is often portrayed, in both photography and illustration,
as a sexy dominatrix, sexless mannequin, or sideshow freak. In this fascinating collection of rare archival
images from the late-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, authors David L. Chapman and Patricia
Vertinsky trace the peculiar yet fascinating history of muscular women in popular culture.

One of the battlefields in this cultural conflict appeared in popular imagery: posters, advertisements, comic
books, magazine illustrations, and (most particularly) photography all offered outlets of expression for many
muscular women. Until quite recently, however, such females were packaged for the general public as
physical monstrosities, lesbian man-haters, kinky sex objects, or beautiful living statues. At the same time,
many women, including those in the emerging female bodybuilder community, have had to fight hard to
reclaim the image of female muscularity as their own.

Featuring some two hundred full-color and black-and-white illustrations, many never before published,
Venus with Biceps is a beautiful and historically significant book about gender, image, social expectations,
and female power.

David L. Chapman has written extensively on gay erotic photography and male bodybuilders.

Patricia Vertinsky is a professor at the School of Human Kinetics at the University of British Columbia
who has written four previous books on sports and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

The book Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Venus
with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like open and read a book Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Jamey Norton:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular
Women giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Raymond Floyd:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Venus with
Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women offer you a new experience in reading a book.

William Bell:

Beside this Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Venus with Biceps: A Pictorial History of Muscular Women because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The



Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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