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Why pause and study this particular painting among so many others ranged on a gallery wall? Wonder,
which Descartes called the first of the passions, is at play; it couples surprise with a wish to know more, the
pleasurable promise that what is novel or rare may become familiar. This is a book about the aesthetics of
wonder, about wonder as it figures in our relation to the visual world and to rare or new experiences.

In three instructive instances--a pair of paintings by Cy Twombly, the famous problem of doubling the area
of a square, and the history of attempts to explain rainbows--Philip Fisher examines the experience of
wonder as it draws together pleasure, thinking, and the aesthetic features of thought. Through these examples
he places wonder in relation to the ordinary and the everyday as well as to its opposite, fear. The remarkable
story of how rainbows came to be explained, fraught with errors, half-knowledge, and incomplete
understanding, suggests that certain knowledge cannot be what we expect when wonder engages us. Instead,
Fisher argues, a detailed familiarity, similar to knowing our way around a building or a painting, is the
ultimate meeting point for aesthetic and scientific encounters with novelty, rare experiences, and the
genuinely new.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Glover:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Wonder, the Rainbow, and the Aesthetics of Rare Experiences, you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

India Mead:

Often the book Wonder, the Rainbow, and the Aesthetics of Rare Experiences has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

James Cummings:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Wonder, the Rainbow, and the Aesthetics of Rare Experiences.

Norma Baumgarten:

This Wonder, the Rainbow, and the Aesthetics of Rare Experiences is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Wonder, the Rainbow, and the Aesthetics of Rare Experiences in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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