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A frank examination of Aretha Franklin, Mark Bego’s definitive biography traces her career
accomplishments from her beginnings as a twelve-year-old member of a church choir in the early 1950s, to
recording her first album at the age of fourteen and signing a major recording contract at eighteen, right up
through her headline-grabbing 2010 health scare. Originally positioned to become a gospel star in her
father’s Detroit church, Aretha had a privileged urban upbringing—stars such as Mahalia Jackson, Dinah
Washington, and Sam Cooke regularly visited her father, Rev. C. L. Franklin. It wasn’t long before she was
creating a string of hits, from “Respect” to “Freeway of Love,” and becoming one of the most beloved
singers of the twentieth century. 

This New York Times bestselling author’s detailed research includes in-person interviews with record
producers Jerry Wexler, Clyde Otis, and Clive Davis, Aretha’s first husband, several of her singing star
contemporaries, and a rare one-on-one session with Aretha herself. Every album, every accolade, and every
heart-breaking personal drama is examined with clarity and neutrality, allowing Franklin’s colorful story to
unfold on its own. With two teenage pregnancies and an abusive first marriage, drinking problems, battles
with her weight, the murder of her father, and tabloid wars, Aretha’s life has been a roller coaster. This
freshly updated and expanded biography will give readers a clear understanding of what made Aretha
Franklin the “Queen of Soul.”
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul.

Earl Sanders:

Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Aretha Franklin: The Queen of
Soul yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

Ronald Peyton:

Beside this Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Michael Slay:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Aretha Franklin: The Queen of Soul when you required it?
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