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In The Promise of the Foreign, Vicente L. Rafael argues that translation was key to the emergence of
Filipino nationalism in the nineteenth century. Acts of translation entailed technics from which issued the
promise of nationhood. Such a promise consisted of revising the heterogeneous and violent origins of the
nation by mediating one’s encounter with things foreign while preserving their strangeness. Rafael examines
the workings of the foreign in the Filipinos’ fascination with Castilian, the language of the Spanish
colonizers. In Castilian, Filipino nationalists saw the possibility of arriving at a lingua franca with which to
overcome linguistic, regional, and class differences. Yet they were also keenly aware of the social limits and
political hazards of this linguistic fantasy.

Through close readings of nationalist newspapers and novels, the vernacular theater, and accounts of the
1896 anticolonial revolution, Rafael traces the deep ambivalence with which elite nationalists and lower-
class Filipinos alike regarded Castilian. The widespread belief in the potency of Castilian meant that colonial
subjects came in contact with a recurring foreignness within their own language and society. Rafael shows
how they sought to tap into this uncanny power, seeing in it both the promise of nationhood and a menace to
its realization. Tracing the genesis of this promise and the ramifications of its betrayal, Rafael sheds light on
the paradox of nationhood arising from the possibilities and risks of translation. By repeatedly opening
borders to the arrival of something other and new, translation compels the nation to host foreign presences to
which it invariably finds itself held hostage. While this condition is perhaps common to other nations, Rafael
shows how its unfolding in the Philippine colony would come to be claimed by Filipinos, as would the
names of the dead and their ghostly emanations.
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From reader reviews:

David Shields:

The book The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish
Philippines can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the
Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation
in the Spanish Philippines has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kevin Hardy:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book The Promise of the Foreign:
Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines was making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Promise of
the Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines. You never really feel
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Lily McDermott:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the
Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Promise of the Foreign: Nationalism and the
Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Aaron Edgington:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Promise of the Foreign:



Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Promise of the
Foreign: Nationalism and the Technics of Translation in the Spanish Philippines can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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