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The ongoing effort of the United States to account for its missing Vietnam War soldiers is unique. The
United States requires the repatriation and positive identification of soldiers’ bodies to remove their names
from the list of the missing. This quest for certainty in the form of the material, identified body marks a
dramatic change from previous wars, in which circumstantial evidence often sufficed to account for missing
casualties. In The Remains of War, Thomas M. Hawley considers why the body of the missing soldier came
to assume such significance in the wake of the Vietnam War. Illuminating the relationship between the effort
to account for missing troops and the political and cultural forces of the post-Vietnam era, Hawley argues
that the body became the repository of the ambiguities and anxieties surrounding the U.S. involvement and
defeat in Southeast Asia.

Hawley combines the theoretical insights of Judith Butler, Michel Foucault, and Emmanuel Levinas with
detailed research into the history of the movement to recover the remains of soldiers missing in Vietnam. He
examines the practices that constitute the Defense Department’s accounting protocol: the archival research,
archaeological excavation, and forensic identification of recovered remains. He considers the role of the
American public and the families of missing soldiers in demanding the release of pows and encouraging the
recovery of the missing; the place of the body of the Vietnam veteran within the war’s legacy; and the ways
that memorials link individual bodies to the body politic. Highlighting the contradictions inherent in the
recovery effort, Hawley reflects on the ethical implications of the massive endeavor of the American
government and many officials in Vietnam to account for the remains of American soldiers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the e-book untitled The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American
Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) can be fine book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.

Jeffrey Evans:

The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast
Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Remains of War:
Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History,
and Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial thinking.

Gerald Rountree:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics,
and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Rene King:

This The Remains of War: Bodies, Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in
Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and Culture) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Remains of War: Bodies,
Politics, and the Search for American Soldiers Unaccounted For in Southeast Asia (Politics, History, and
Culture) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get



simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life as well as knowledge.
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