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In this revised introduction to Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison's novels, Jan Furman extends and updates her
critical commentary. New chapters on four novels following the publication of Jazz in 1992 continue
Furman's explorations of Morrison's themes and narrative strategies. In all Furman surveys ten works that
include the trilogy novels, a short story, and a book of criticism to identify Morrison's recurrent concern with
the destructive tensions that define human experience: the clash of gender and authority, the individual and
community, race and national identity, culture and authenticity, and the self and other.

As Furman demonstrates, Morrison more often than not renders meaning for characters and readers through
an unflinching inquiry, if not resolution, of these enduring conflicts. She is not interested in tidy solutions.
Enlightened self-love, knowledge, and struggle, even without the promise of salvation, are the moral
measure of Morrison's characters, fiction, and literary imagination.

Tracing Morrison's developing art and her career as a public intellectual, Furman examines the novels in
order of publication. She also decodes their collective narrative chronology, which begins in the late
seventeenth century and ends in the late twentieth century, as Morrison delineates three hundred years of
African American experience. In Furman's view Morrison tells new and difficult stories of old, familiar
histories such as the making of Colonial America and the racing of American society.

In the final chapters Furman pays particular attention to form, noting Morrison's continuing practice of the
kind of "deep" novelistic structure that transcends plot and imparts much of a novel's meaning. Furman
demonstrates, through her helpful analyses, how engaging such innovations can be.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Carroll:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Toni Morrison's Fiction: Revised and
Expanded Edition (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Terry Palladino:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Toni Morrison's Fiction: Revised and Expanded
Edition (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) can be good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

David Shields:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Toni Morrison's
Fiction: Revised and Expanded Edition (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) will give you
new experience in looking at a book.

Aimee Buffington:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Toni Morrison's Fiction: Revised and Expanded Edition (Understanding Contemporary
American Literature) when you desired it?
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