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Village Values is the first book to examine the trends in the development and practice of urban Russian life-
cycle rituals from the 19th to the 21st centuries. Rituals were a source of contention for theorists from the
earliest decades of the Soviet Union because of their connection to religion and to outmoded patriarchal
views of the family. After they were embraced by official state policy in the 1930s, birth, marriage, and
funerary rituals became the locus for negotiation of social and familial identity. Drawing upon extensive
interviews with ritual participants and state celebrants, Rouhier-Willoughby examines developments in the
Soviet ritual complex from the post-WWII years to the present day, with a particular emphasis on the heyday
of ritual creation, the 1970s and 1980s.

The Soviet ritual complex featured a tripartite structure based on native folk material, Soviet ideology, and
borrowings from the West. Ritual practice allowed citizens to apply these three disparate, and yet oddly
coherent, symbolic systems to establish their identity as spouses, parents, and the bereaved. Rouhier-
Willoughby shows how ritual participants perpetuated and undermined the social hierarchy in the face of
state policy that viewed the family as the fundamental socialist cell and as the core of social stability.

The book examines how the shifts in post-Soviet society have realigned the three elements making up the
Soviet ritual complex into an oppositional structure of ours versus theirs. Ritual actors continue to practice
rites that restructure and accommodate to the consumerism many find disturbing and anti-family. This book
will be of great interest to specialists on Russia and on ritual as well as to a general audience interested in
Russian culture.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Beeler:

The book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle
Rituals can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the great thing like a book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance
in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-
Cycle Rituals has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Haner:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a e-book. The book Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in
Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Kari Hughes:

The book untitled Village Values: Negotiating Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian
Life-Cycle Rituals contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Sherry Francis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Village Values: Negotiating
Identity, Gender, and Resistance in Contemporary Russian Life-Cycle Rituals.
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