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Michael Urban chronicles the advent of blues music in Russia and explores the significance of the genre in
the turbulent, postcommunist society. Russians, he explains, have taken a music originating in the "low"
culture of the American South and transformed it into an object of "high" culture, fashioning a social identity
that distinguishes blues adherents from both the discredited Soviet past and the vulgar consumerism
associated with the country's Westernization. While adapting the idiom to their own conditions, Russia's
bliuzmeny (bluesmen) have absorbed the blues ethos encoded in the music by their American forebears,
using it to invert their social world, thus deriving dignity and satisfaction from those very things that give
one the blues.Based on more than forty interviews with blues musicians and fans, nightclub managers, and
others, Russia Gets the Blues reveals the fascinating history of blues in Russia, from the initial mimicry of
British blues-rock to the recent emergence of a specifically "Russian blues." The gradual mastering of the
idiom in Russia has been conditioned by the culture of the country's intelligentsia, a fact explaining why, on
one hand, bliuzmeny feel compelled to proselytize on behalf of the music, to share with others this treasure
of "world culture," while, on the other, they perform blues almost exclusively in English?which almost no
one understands?and condemn any and all efforts to make the music commercially successful.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Russia Gets the
Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Chris Gibbons:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Russia Gets the
Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Grady Comer:

The book untitled Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and
Society after Socialism) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Sam Nielsen:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and
Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after Socialism) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Russia Gets the Blues: Music, Culture, and Community in Unsettled Times (Culture and Society after
Socialism) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of this time.
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