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John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946) was the most influential economist of the first half of the twentieth
century. During both world wars he was an adviser to the British treasury, and his theory of government
stimulation of the economy through deficit spending influenced Franklin D. Roosevelt's "New Deal"
administration. The mass unemployment caused by the Great Depression inspired his most famous work,
General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money (1935-36).
Keynes first gained widespread prominence immediately following World War I, when he attended the
Versailles peace conference as an economic adviser to British Prime Minister David Lloyd George.
Disgusted with the harshly punitive and unrealistic provisions of the Versailles Treaty, as well as the political
chicanery and general incompetence of the chief participants, he published The Economic Consequences of
the Peace in 1919. This book gained a good deal of notoriety because of its withering portraits of both
French premier Georges Clemenceau and U.S. President Woodrow Wilson. Keynes described Clemenceau
as motivated only by shortsighted nationalistic goals and vindictiveness, which aimed at crippling Germany
for generations no matter what the consequences to the rest of Europe. He found fault with Wilson for his
ivory tower idealism, lack of diplomatic savvy, and unfamiliarity with the political realities of Europe. This
ineffectual combination ultimately dashed his best hopes for a League of Nations and a just resolution to the
war in Europe. In a point-by-point analysis Keynes makes clear the ruinous consequences of the treaty to all
of Europe and proposes substantial modifications. Unfortunately, few appreciated Keynes’s prescience, and
he saw his worst fears realized in the rise of Hitler and the devastation of World War II.
In The End of Laissez-Faire (1926) he presents a brief historical review of laissez-faire economic policy.
Though he agrees in principle that a marketplace of free individuals pursuing their own self-interest without
government interference has a better chance of improving society’s economic situation than socialist
alternatives, he suggests that government can play a constructive role in protecting individuals from the
worst harms of capitalism’s cycles, especially as concerns unemployment. Other useful government
functions are the dissemination of information relating to business conditions, encouraging savings and
investment along "nationally productive channels," and forming a national policy about the size of
population.
Keynes’s brilliant mind and lucid writing are evident on every page. Both of these works are still well worth
reading for his many stimulating ideas and profound knowledge of economics.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The End of Laissez-Faire: The Economic Consequences of the Peace
(Great Minds). Try to the actual book The End of Laissez-Faire: The Economic Consequences of the Peace
(Great Minds) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Betty Adkins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The End of Laissez-Faire: The Economic
Consequences of the Peace (Great Minds) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Arthur Pascual:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The End of
Laissez-Faire: The Economic Consequences of the Peace (Great Minds) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The End of Laissez-Faire: The Economic
Consequences of the Peace (Great Minds)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christina Pena:

You may get this The End of Laissez-Faire: The Economic Consequences of the Peace (Great Minds) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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