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Jabir ibn Hayyan, for along time the reigning alchemical authority both in Islam and the Latin West, has
exercised numerous generations of scholars. To be sure, it is not only the vexed question of the historical
authorship and dating of the grand cor pus Jabirianum which poses a serious scholarly challenge; equally
challenging is the task of unraveling all those obscure and tantalizing discourses which it contains.

This book, which marks the first full-scale study of Jabir ever to be published in the English language, takes
up both challenges. The author begins by critically reexamining the historical foundations of the prevalent
view that the Jabirian corpusis the work not of an 8th-century individual, but that of several generations of
Shi'i authors belonging to the following century and later. Tentatively concluding that thisview is
problematic, the author, therefore, infers that its methodol ogical implications are also problematic. Thus,
developing its own methodological matrix, the book takes up the second challenge, namely that of a
substantive analysis and explication of a Jabirian discourse, the Book of Stones. Here explicating Jabir's
notions of substance and qualities, analyzing his ontological theory of language and unraveling the
metaphysics of his Science of Balance, the author reconstructs the doctrinal context of the Stones and
expounds its central theme. He then presents an authoritative critical edition of a substantial selection of the
text of the Stones, based on all available manuscripts.

Thiscritical edition has been trandated in its entirety and is provided with exhaustive commentaries and
textual notes -- another pioneering feature of this book: for thisisthe first English trangation of a Jabirian
text to emerge in print after awhole century. An outstanding contribution isthat it announces and presents an
exciting textual discovery: the author has found in the Stones a hitherto unknown Arabic translation of part
of Aristotle's Categories. Given that we have so far known of only one other, and possibly later, classical
Arabic tranglation of the Greek text, Hag's discovery gives this book an historical importance.
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From reader reviews:
Lauren Marine:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students as they are still students or theitem for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Names, Natures and
Things: The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar (Book of Stones) (Boston Studiesin the
Philosophy and History of Science). All type of book could you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Charles Valentine:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Names, Natures and
Things: The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar (Book of Stones) (Boston Studiesin the
Philosophy and History of Science) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The book untitled Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab a-Ahjar
(Book of Stones) (Boston Studiesin the Philosophy and History of Science)is the main one of several books
that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of thisreserve. This
book will give you alot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

John Ma;

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Names, Natures and Things: The
Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy and
History of Science) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still doubt Names, Natures and Things:
The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar (Book of Stones) (Boston Studies in the Philosophy
and History of Science) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one book that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Kevin Master son:

Beside this particular Names, Natures and Things. The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar



(Book of Stones) (Boston Studiesin the Philosophy and History of Science) in your phone, it might give you
away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here
isfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you fedl like an older people live in narrow community. Itis
good thing to have Names, Natures and Things: The Alchemist Jabir ibn Hayyan and his Kitab al-Ahjar
(Book of Stones) (Boston Studiesin the Philosophy and History of Science) because this book offersto you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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