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The 1960 presidential election, won ultimately by John F. Kennedy, was one of the closest and most
contentious in American history. The country had never elected a Roman Catholic president, and the last
time a Catholic had been nominated--New York Governor Al Smith in 1928--he was routed in the general
election. From the outset, Kennedy saw the religion issue as the single most important obstacle on his road to
the White House. He was acutely aware of, and deeply frustrated by, the possibility that his personal
religious beliefs could keep him out of the White House.
In The Making of a Catholic President, Shaun Casey tells the fascinating story of how the Kennedy
campaign transformed the "religion question" from a liability into an asset, making him the first (and still
only) Catholic president. Drawing on extensive archival research, including many never-before-seen
documents, Casey takes us inside the campaign to show Kennedy's chief advisors--Ted Sorensen, John
Kenneth Galbraith, Archibald Cox--grappling with the staunch opposition to the candidate's Catholicism.
Casey also reveals, for the first time, many of the Nixon campaign's efforts to tap in to anti-Catholic
sentiment, with the aid of Billy Graham and the National Association of Evangelicals, among others. The
alliance between conservative Protestants and the Nixon campaign, he shows, laid the groundwork for the
rise of the Religious Right. This book will shed light on one of the most talked-about elections in American
history, as well as on the vexed relationship between religion and politics more generally.
With clear relevance to our own political situation--where politicians' religious beliefs seem more important
and more volatile than ever--The Making of a Catholic President offers rare insights into one of the most
extraordinary presidential campaigns in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Making of a Catholic President: Kennedy vs.
Nixon 1960. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important any book The Making of a Catholic President: Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Rebecca Walton:

The Making of a Catholic President: Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960 can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Making of a Catholic President:
Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960 however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Sheila Kilburn:

The book untitled The Making of a Catholic President: Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960 contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
read.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Making of a
Catholic President: Kennedy vs. Nixon 1960 which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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