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The essays collected in this new volume reveal Isaiah Berlin at his most lucid and accessible. He was
constitutionally incapable of writing with the opacity of the specialist, but these shorter, more introductory
pieces provide the perfect starting-point for the reader new to his work. Those who are already familiar with
his writing will also be grateful for this further addition to his collected essays.

The connecting theme of these essays, as in the case of earlier volumes, is the crucial social and political
role--past, present and future--of ideas, and of their progenitors. A rich variety of subject-matters is
represented--from philosophy to education, from Russia to Israel, from Marxism to romanticism--so that the
truth of Heine's warning is exemplified on a broad front. It is a warning that Berlin often referred to, and
provides an answer to those who ask, as from time to time they do, why intellectual history matters.

Among the contributions are "My Intellectual Path," Berlin's last essay, a retrospective autobiographical
survey of his main preoccupations; and "Jewish Slavery and Emancipation," the classic statement of his
Zionist views, long unavailable in print. His other subjects include the Enlightenment, Giambattista Vico,
Vissarion Belinsky, Alexander Herzen, G.V. Plekhanov, the Russian intelligentsia, the idea of liberty,
political realism, nationalism, and historicism. The book exhibits the full range of his enormously wide
expertise and demonstrates the striking and enormously engaging individuality, as well as the power, of his
own ideas.

"Over a hundred years ago, the German poet Heine warned the French not to underestimate the power of
ideas: philosophical concepts nurtured in the stillness of a professor's study could destroy a civilization."--
Isaiah Berlin, Two Concepts of Liberty, 1958.

This new edition adds a number of previously uncollected pieces, including Berlin's earliest statement of the
pluralism of values for which he is famous.
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From reader reviews:

Elmira McGraw:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Power of Ideas: Second Edition. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Power of
Ideas: Second Edition. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able
to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Diana Brunswick:

This The Power of Ideas: Second Edition usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Power of Ideas: Second Edition can be one of many great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that
might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Power of Ideas: Second
Edition forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kevin Porter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Power of Ideas: Second Edition book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The Power of Ideas: Second Edition as
good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate
book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Duane Coley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Power of Ideas: Second Edition was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Power of Ideas: Second Edition has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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