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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, Jim Crow strengthened rapidly and several southern states
adopted new constitutions designed primarily to strip African American men of their right to vote. Since the
Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution prohibited eliminating voters based on race, the
South concocted property requirements, literacy tests, poll taxes, white primaries, and white control of the
voting apparatus to eliminate the region's black vote almost entirely. Desperate to save their ballots, black
political leaders, attorneys, preachers, and activists fought back in the courts, sustaining that resistance until
the nascent NAACP took over the legal battle.

In Defying Disfranchisement, R. Volney Riser documents a number of lawsuits challenging restrictive voting
requirements. Though the U.S. Supreme Court received twelve of these cases, that body coldly ignored the
systematic disfranchisement of black southerners. Nevertheless, as Riser shows, the attempts themselves
were stunning and demonstrate that African Americans sheltered and nurtured a hope that led to wholesale
changes in the American legal and political landscape.

Riser chronicles numerous significant antidisfranchisement cases, from South Carolina's Mills v. Green
(1985), the first such case to reach the Supreme Court, and Williams v. Mississippi, (1898), the well-known
but little-understood challenge to Mississippi's constitution, to the underappreciated landmark Giles v. Harris
-- described as the "Second Dred Scott" by contemporaries -- in which the Court upheld Alabama's 1901
state constitution. In between, he examines a host of voting rights campaigns waged throughout the country
and legal challenges initiated across the South by both black and white southerners. Often disputatious,
frequently disorganized, and woefully underfunded, the antidisfranchisement activists of 1890--1908 lost,
and badly; in some cases, their repeated and infuriating defeats not only left the status quo in place but
actually made things worse. Regardless, they brought attention to the problem and identified the legal
questions and procedural difficulties facing African Americans.

Rather than present southern blacks as victims during the roughest era of discrimination, in Defying
Disfranchisement Riser demonstrates that they fought against Jim Crow harder and earlier than traditional
histories allow, and they drew on their own talents and resources to do so. With slim ranks and in the face of
many defeats, this daring and bold cadre comprised a true vanguard, blazing trails that subsequent
generations of civil rights activists followed and improved. By making a fight at all, Riser asserts, these
organizers staged a necessary and instructive prelude to the civil rights movement.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Defying
Disfranchisement: Black Voting Rights Activism in the Jim Crow South, 1890-1908? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Adam McGrath:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Defying Disfranchisement: Black Voting Rights Activism in the Jim Crow
South, 1890-1908 book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to supply to you. The writer of Defying Disfranchisement: Black Voting Rights Activism in the
Jim Crow South, 1890-1908 content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to
thinking Defying Disfranchisement: Black Voting Rights Activism in the Jim Crow South, 1890-1908 is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ruth Frye:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they also
doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Defying Disfranchisement: Black
Voting Rights Activism in the Jim Crow South, 1890-1908.

Leon Bailey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Defying Disfranchisement: Black Voting Rights Activism in the Jim Crow
South, 1890-1908 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.



These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.
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