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Why do people behave in moral ways in some circumstances, but not in others? In order to account fully for
morality, Dennis Krebs departs from traditional approaches to morality that suggest that children acquire
morals through socialization, cultural indoctrination, and moral reasoning. He suggests that such approaches
can be subsumed, refined, and revised gainfully within an evolutionary framework. Relying on evolutionary
theory, Krebs offers an account of how notions of morality originated in the human species. He updates
Darwin's early ideas about how dispositions to obey authority, to control antisocial urges, and to behave in
altruistic and cooperative ways originated and evolved, then goes on to update Darwin's account of how
humans acquired a moral sense.

Krebs explains why the theory of evolution does not dictate that all animals are selfish and immoral by
nature. On the contrary, he argues that moral behaviors and moral judgments evolved to serve certain
functions. Krebs examines theory and research on the evolution of primitive forms of prosocial conduct
displayed by humans and other animals, then discusses the evolution of uniquely human prosocial behaviors.
He describes how a sense of morality originated during the course of human evolution through strategic
social interactions among members of small groups, and how it was expanded and refined in modern
societies, explaining how this sense gives rise to culturally universal and culturally relative moral norms.
Krebs argues that although humans' unique cognitive abilities endow them with the capacity to engage in
sophisticated forms of moral reasoning, people rarely live up their potential in their everyday lives. Four
conceptions of what it means to be a moral person are identified, with the conclusion that people are
naturally inclined to meet the standards of each conception under certain conditions. The key to making the
world a more moral place lies in creating environments in which good guys finish first and cheaters fail to
prosper.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stratton:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Origins of Morality: An Evolutionary Account, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Therese Watson:

Often the book The Origins of Morality: An Evolutionary Account has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.

Debra Treat:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Origins of Morality: An
Evolutionary Account, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Diana Johnson:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Origins of Morality: An
Evolutionary Account can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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