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Only a century ago, almost all state universities held compulsory chapel services, and some required Sunday
church attendance as well. In fact, state-sponsored chapel services were commonplace until the World War II
era, and as late as the 1950s, it was not unusual for leading schools to refer to themselves as "Christian"
institutions. Today, the once pervasive influence of religion in the intellectual and cultural life of America's
preeminent colleges and universities has all but vanished. In The Soul of the American University, Marsden
explores how, and why, these dramatic changes occurred.
Far from a lament for a lost golden age when mainline Protestants ruled American education, The Soul of the
American University offers a penetrating critique of that era, surveying the role of Protestantism in higher
education from the founding of Harvard in the 1630s through the collapse of the WASP establishment in the
1960s. Marsden tells the stories of many of our pace-setting universities at defining moments in their
histories, including Harvard, Yale, Princeton, the University of Michigan, Johns Hopkins, the University of
California at Berkeley, and the University of Chicago. He recreates the religious feuds that accompanied
Yale's transition from a flagship evangelical college to a university, and the dramatic debate over the place of
religion in higher education between Harvard's President Charles Eliot and Princeton's President James
McCosh. Marsden's analysis ranges from debates over Darwinism and higher critics of the Bible, to the roles
of government and wealthy contributors, the impact of changing student mores, and even the religious
functions of college football. He argues persuasively that the values of "liberalism" and "tolerance" that the
establishment championed and used to marginalize Christian fundamentalism and Roman Catholicism
eventually and perhaps inevitably led to its own disappearance from the educational milieu, as nonsectarian
came to mean exclusively secular.
While the largely voluntary disestablishment of religion may appear in many respects commendable,
Marsden believes that it has nonetheless led to the infringement of the free exercise of religion in most of
academic life. In effect, nonbelief has been established as the only valid academic perspective. In a
provocative final chapter, Marsden spells out his own prescription for change, arguing that just as the
academy has made room for feminist and multicultural perspectives, so should there be room once again for
traditional religious viewpoints. A thoughtful blend of historical narrative and searching analysis, The Soul of
the American University exemplifies what it advocates: that religious perspectives can provide a legitimate
contribution to the highest level of scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

This book untitled The Soul of the American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established
Nonbelief to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication
from your list.

Patrick Pierce:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually The Soul of the American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established
Nonbelief.

Richard Hunt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Soul of the American
University: From Protestant Establishment to Established Nonbelief that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Soul of the American
University: From Protestant Establishment to Established Nonbelief become your current starter.

Robert Hightower:

The book untitled The Soul of the American University: From Protestant Establishment to Established
Nonbelief contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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