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The Santeria religion of Cuba the Way of the Saints mixes West AfricanYoruba culture with Catholicism.
Similar to Haitian voodoo, Santeria has long practiced animal sacrifice in certain rites. But when Cuban
immigrants brought those rituals to Florida, local authorities were suddenly confronted with a controversial
situation that pitted the regulation of public health and morality against religious freedom.

After Ernesto Pichardo established a Santeria church in Hialeah in the 1980s, the city of Hialeah responded
by passing ordinances banning ritual animal sacrifice. Although on the surface those ordinances seemed
general in intent, they were clearly aimed at Pichardo's church. When Pichardo subsequently sued the city, a
federal court ruled in the latter's favor, in effect privileging the regulation of public health and morality over
the church's free exercise of its religion.

The U.S. Supreme Court heard Pichardo's appeal in 1993 and unanimously decided that the city had
overstepped its bounds in targeting this particular religious group; however, the court was sharply divided
regarding the basis of its decision. Three concurring opinions registered distinctly different views of the First
Amendment, the limits of government regulation, and the religious freedom of minorities. In the end, the
nine justices collectively concluded that freedom of religious belief was absolute while the freedom to
practice the tenets of any faith were subject to non-discriminatory local regulations.

David O'Brien, one of America's foremost scholars of the Court, now illuminates this controversy and its
significance for law, government, and religion in America. His lively account takes us behind the scenes at
every stage of the litigation to reveal a riveting case with more twists and turns than a classic whodunit.
Ranging with equal ease from primitive magic to municipal politics and to the most arcane points of
constitutional law, O'Brien weaves a compelling and instructive tale with a fascinating array of politicians,
lawyers, jurists, civil libertarians, and animal rights advocates. Offering sharp insights into the key issues and
personalities, he highlights cultural clashes large and small, while maintaining a balance for both the needs
of government and the religious rights of individuals.

The "Santeria case" reaffirmed that our laws must be generally applicable and neutral and may not
discriminate against particular religions. Tracing the path to that conclusion, Animal Sacrifice and Religious
Freedom provides a provocative and learned account of one of the most unusual and contentious religious
freedom cases in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Rowe:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Animal Sacrifice and Religious Freedom: Church of the
Lukumi Babalu Aye v. City of Hialeah as the daily resource information.

Lloyd North:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Animal Sacrifice and Religious Freedom: Church of the Lukumi Babalu
Aye v. City of Hialeah can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lewis Farnsworth:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is actually Animal Sacrifice and Religious Freedom: Church of the Lukumi Babalu
Aye v. City of Hialeah.

Janice Evans:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Animal Sacrifice and Religious Freedom: Church of the Lukumi Babalu
Aye v. City of Hialeah when you necessary it?
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