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Fifty years after President Kennedy signed the 1961 Executive Order creating the Peace Corps, nearly 100
former volunteers who joined the new organization in the first year for service in the Philippines recall why
they joined, what they experienced, and how this service in the Philippines affected their lives. In addition a
half dozen members of the Peace Corps staff in the Philippines and a similar number of Filipinos have
contributed their recollections from the period. The book includes photos of individuals from both the 1960s
and more recently as well as maps showing communities of service. The Peace Corps program in the
Philippines was the first in Asia. Three factors set it apart from others during the early years of the Peace
Corps’ existence. First, it was the largest program in the world, absorbing 25 per cent of all volunteers at the
beginning. Second, all volunteers in the first years were assigned to be “teacher’s aides,” a position that was
never clearly defined and that the Country Director later admitted was a "non-job." And third, the Philippine
program occurred in a nation that only fifteen years earlier had become independent from the US, having
been America’s single effort at establishing an imperialist colonial empire. This history gave the Philippine
program a distinctly different political and social dynamic from what was the case in all of the other early
Peace Corps countries. These are the reminiscences of a group of young Americans of varying degrees of
idealism who answered President Kennedy's call to do what they could for their country. Assigned each to a
separate school in the central part of the country, they lived far from the bright lights of Manila. The stories
illustrate varying degrees of integration into the local culture, different ways of coping with the frustrations
of their "non-job," and what many learned as they came to terms with themselves living far from familiar
comforts on a salary of about $55 per month. Above all the stories tell of the determination and spirit of these
early volunteers in establishing a strong basis for one of the important first Peace Corps programs.
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From reader reviews:

Latosha Page:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Answering Kennedy's Call: Pioneering the Peace Corps
in the Philippines will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

James Drake:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Answering Kennedy's Call: Pioneering the Peace
Corps in the Philippines as the daily resource information.

Vincent Cartagena:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Answering Kennedy's Call: Pioneering
the Peace Corps in the Philippines that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Answering Kennedy's Call: Pioneering the Peace
Corps in the Philippines become your own personal starter.

Henry Slaughter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Answering Kennedy's Call: Pioneering
the Peace Corps in the Philippines book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Answering
Kennedy's Call: Pioneering the Peace Corps in the Philippines as good book not merely by the cover but also
by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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