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Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne met in 1850 and enjoyed for sixteen months an intense but brief
friendship. Taking advantage of new interpretive tools such as queer theory, globalist studies, political and
social ideology, marketplace analysis, psychoanalytical and philosophical applications to literature,
masculinist theory, and critical studies of race, the twelve essays in this book focus on a number of
provocative personal, professional, and literary ambiguities existing between the two writers.

Jana L. Argersinger and Leland S. Person introduce the volume with a lively summary of the known
biographical facts of the two writers’ relationship and an overview of the relevant scholarship to date. Some
of the essays that follow broach the possibility of sexual dimensions to the relationship, a question that
“looms like a grand hooded phantom” over the field of Melville-Hawthorne studies. Questions of
influence—Hawthorne’s on Moby-Dick and Pierre and Melville’s on The Blithedale Romance, to mention
only the most obvious instances—are also discussed. Other topics covered include professional
competitiveness; Melville’s search for a father figure; masculine ambivalence in the marketplace; and
political-literary aspects of nationalism, transcendentalism, race, and other defining issues of Hawthorne and
Melville’s times.

Roughly half of the essays focus on biographical issues; the others take literary perspectives. The essays are
informed by a variety of critical approaches, as well as by new historical insights and new understandings of
the possibilities that existed for male friendships in nineteenth-century American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship.

Rick Fountain:

With other case, little folks like to read book Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Clark:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a Relationship.

Gerard Norman:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hawthorne and Melville: Writing a
Relationship can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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