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The Soviet Union at its height occupied one sixth of the world's land mass, encompassed fifteen republics,
and stretched across eleven different time zones. More than twice the size of the United States, it was the
great threat of the Cold War until it suddenly collapsed in 1991. Now, almost twenty years after the
dissolution of this vast empire, what are we to make of its existence? Was it a heroic experiment, an
unmitigated disaster, or a viable if flawed response to the modern world? Taking a fresh approach to the
study of the Soviet Union, this Very Short Introduction blends political history with an investigation into
Soviet society and culture from 1917 to 1991. Stephen Lovell examines aspects of patriotism, political
violence, poverty, and ideology, and provides answers to some of the big questions about the Soviet
experience. Throughout, the book takes a refreshing thematic approach to the history of the Soviet Union and
it provides an up-to-date consideration of the Soviet Union's impact and what we have learnt since its end.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction. Try to
face the book The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shannon Grant:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Soviet Union: A Very Short
Introduction to read.

Sheila Searcy:

The book The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction will bring that you the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dawn Bliss:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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