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Contraception is not an invention of modern times, nor is it a purely personal matter. Social institutions such
as the church and the state have exerted their influence as effectively as doctors, population theorists, and the
early pioneers of the feminist movement. All of these claim a special expertise in matters of ethics and
morality, and so have shaped the discourses on and practices of birth control over the centuries. In this
engaging new book Robert Jutte offers a history of contraception from the Ancient world to the present day.
He distinguishes two broad phases: first, a long phase, extending from the Ancient world up to the 18th
century, in which birth control was part of a traditional form of sexual knowledge what Jutte calls, following
the French social philosopher Michel Foucault, the ars erotica. In the second phase, which began in the 19th
century, practices of birth control are increasingly shaped by the emerging models of scientific knowledge,
while still retaining some vestiges of the erotic arts. In addition to the contraceptives we know and use today,
from coitus interruptus to the condom and the pill, Jutte considers other methods of birth control as diverse
as the use of herbal potions and vaginal pessaries, the castration of young boys and the enforced sterilization
of men and women. This comprehensive history of one of the oldest and most widespread of human
practices offers a rich and nuanced account of how men and women across the centuries have struggled with
the needs both for sexual gratification and for limitation of offspring, while also looking beyond the present
to catch a glimpse of how contraception might evolve in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

The book [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ] By Jutte, Robert ( Author )May-
01-2008 Paperback make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make reading a book [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ]
By Jutte, Robert ( Author )May-01-2008 Paperback being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open and read a book [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ] By Jutte,
Robert ( Author )May-01-2008 Paperback. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Alberta Townsend:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ] By
Jutte, Robert ( Author )May-01-2008 Paperback it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Jesus Thresher:

The reason? Because this [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ] By Jutte, Robert
( Author )May-01-2008 Paperback is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Amanda Bernard:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need



more time to be learn. [ Contraception: A History[ CONTRACEPTION: A HISTORY ] By Jutte, Robert (
Author )May-01-2008 Paperback can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short
extra time problems.
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