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While traditional industries like textile or lumber mills have received a majority of the scholarly attention
devoted to southern economic development, Faith in Bikinis presents an untold story of the New South, one
that explores how tourism played a central role in revitalizing the southern economy and transforming
southern culture after the Civil War. Along the coast of the American South, a culture emerged that
negotiated the more rigid religious, social, and racial practices of the inland cotton country and the more
indulgent consumerism of vacationers, many from the North, who sought greater freedom to enjoy sex,
gambling, alcohol, and other pleasures. On the shoreline, the Sunbelt South?the modern South?first emerged.

This book examines those tensions and how coastal southerners managed to placate both. White supremacy
was supported, but the resorts’ dependence on positive publicity gave African Americans leverage to pursue
racial equality, including access to beaches often restored through the expenditure of federal tax dollars.
Displays of women clad in scanty swimwear served to market resorts via pamphlets, newspaper promotions,
and film. Yet such marketing of sexuality was couched in the form of carefully managed beauty contests and
the language of Christian wholesomeness widely celebrated by resort boosters. Prohibition laws were openly
flaunted in Galveston, Biloxi, Myrtle Beach, Virginia Beach, and elsewhere. Yet revenue from sales taxes
made states reluctant to rein in resort activities. This revenue bridged the divide between the coastal resorts
and agricultural interests, creating a space for the New South to come into being.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South
since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Faith in Bikinis:
Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century
South Ser.). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's study.

Susannah Williams:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal South since the Civil War
(Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Dollie Simmons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the
Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) reserve written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the Coastal
South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) as good book not just
by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Irene Wang:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Faith in Bikinis: Politics and Leisure in the



Coastal South since the Civil War (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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