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Lewis P. Simpson, who died in 2005, almost a year shy of ninety, was an intellectual historian of the South
and American literary culture and a revered essayist. Imagining Our Time is his last book, a wide-ranging,
erudite, and enlightening look at the culture of letters in American society. Simpson's primary subjects are
various twentieth-century writers he knew intimately, through their works and often personally. His final
volume offers priceless insight into the struggles and concerns unique to prominent American thinkers,
literary artists, and critics contemporary to his own lifetime. Often moving from an intriguing anecdote or
recollection to a rigorous discussion of ideas, Simpson's style is captivating. He begins with speculation on
Eric Voegelin's interest in Julien Benda's polemic La Trahison des Clercs and follows with thoughts on the
declining faith in the university as an embodiment of humanistic letters and learning, surveying the
American Republic as far back as Benjamin Franklin. In successive chapters, Simpson pays tribute to
Malcolm Cowley as a "hero of the literary art" and probes Robert Penn Warren's fixation with Thomas
Jefferson as manifested in the writing and complete rewriting of Brother to Dragons. He ruminates on the
vocation of the critic as practiced by Lionel Trilling and Diana Trilling, and the literary and cultural politics
of the 1930s. Brief portraits of Andrew Lytle and Louis D. Rubin, Jr., appear, as well as a poignant argument
for the autobiographical cast of Eudora Welty's writing. The volume's pièce de résistance is a lengthy,
riveting consideration of Simpson's friend Walker Percy and Percy's quest for identity as a modern Christian
novelist alienated from the society around him. Fred Hobson's introduction fittingly rounds out Imagining
Our Time, offering an intimate appreciation of Lewis Simpson—a giant among scholars of southern literary
studies—and this book that concludes his career. AUTHOR BIO: Lewis P. Simpson (1916–2005) was Boyd
Professor and William A. Read Professor of English, emeritus, at Louisiana State University. Among his
many books are The Man of Letters in New England and the South; The Dispossessed Garden; The Brazen
Face of History: Studies in the Literary Consciousness in America; Mind and the American Civil War: A
Meditation on Lost Causes; and The Fable of the Southern Writer. He was a founding member of the
Fellowship of Southern Writers, president of the Society for the Study of Southern Literature, and coeditor of
the Southern Review from the inauguration of the New Series in 1965 until his retirement in 1987.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Sanchez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Imagining Our Time: Recollections and Reflections on American Writing (Southern Literary Studies) your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Imagining Our Time:
Recollections and Reflections on American Writing (Southern Literary Studies) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Anna Williams:

You can obtain this Imagining Our Time: Recollections and Reflections on American Writing (Southern
Literary Studies) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Joyce Pippin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Imagining Our Time: Recollections and
Reflections on American Writing (Southern Literary Studies) or others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Imagining Our Time: Recollections and
Reflections on American Writing (Southern Literary Studies) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

John Edmondson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.



With the book Imagining Our Time: Recollections and Reflections on American Writing (Southern Literary
Studies) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life by this book Imagining Our Time: Recollections and Reflections on American Writing
(Southern Literary Studies). You can more attractive than now.
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