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The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture investigates the
preoccupation with idleness that haunts the British eighteenth century. Sarah Jordan argues that as Great
Britain began to define itself as a nation during this period, one important quality it claimed for itself was
industriousness. But this claim was undermined and complicated by, among other factors, the importance of
leisure to the upholding of class status, thus making idleness a subject of intense anxiety. One result of this
anxiety was an increased surveillance of the supposed idleness of marginalized and less powerful members
of society: the working classes, the nonwhite races, and women.

In a widely researched and elegantly argued book, Jordan analyzes how idleness is figured in eighteenth-
century literature and culture, including both traditional forms of literature and a wide variety of other
cultural discourses. At the center of this account, Jordan investigates the lives and works of Johnson,
Cowper, Thomson, and many other, lesser known writers. She incorporates their obsession with idleness into
a new and lucid theorization of the professionalization of writing and the place of idleness and industry in the
larger cultural formation that was eighteenth-century British identity.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

The event that you get from The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and
Culture (Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) is the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature
and Culture (Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read
this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century
British Literature and Culture (Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) instantly.

Benedict Wilkerson:

This The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell
Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-
Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) can
be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a
person with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell Studies in
Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Delores Villarreal:

This The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell
Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) is great publication for you because the content that is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell Studies in
Eighteenth Century Literature and Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?



Cara Shaver:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Anxieties of Idleness: Idleness in
Eighteenth-Century British Literature and Culture (Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth Century Literature and
Culture) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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