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The richest place in America's musical landscape is that fertile ground occupied by jazz. Scott DeVeaux
takes a central chapter in the history of jazz—the birth of bebop—and shows how our contemporary ideas of
this uniquely American art form flow from that pivotal moment. At the same time, he provides an
extraordinary view of the United States in the decades just prior to the civil rights movement.

DeVeaux begins with an examination of the Swing Era, focusing particularly on the position of African
American musicians. He highlights the role played by tenor saxophonist Coleman Hawkins, a "progressive"
committed to a vision in which black jazz musicians would find a place in the world commensurate with
their skills. He then looks at the young musicians of the early 1940s, including Charlie Parker, Dizzy
Gillespie, and Thelonious Monk, and links issues within the jazz world to other developments on the
American scene, including the turmoil during World War II and the pervasive racism of the period.

Throughout, DeVeaux places musicians within the context of their professional world, paying close attention
to the challenges of making a living as well as of making good music. He shows that bebop was
simultaneously an artistic movement, an ideological statement, and a commercial phenomenon.

In drawing from the rich oral histories that a living tradition provides, DeVeaux's book resonates with the
narratives of individual lives. While The Birth of Bebop is a study in American cultural history and a critical
musical inquiry, it is also a fitting homage to bebop and to those who made it possible.
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From reader reviews:

William Nelson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Birth of Bebop: A Social and Musical History can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Johnnie Lewis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is The Birth of Bebop: A Social and Musical History.

Shawn McDonald:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Birth of Bebop: A Social and Musical History we can get more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Birth of Bebop: A
Social and Musical History. You can more inviting than now.

Larry Dolin:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Birth of Bebop: A Social and Musical
History to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that
the book The Birth of Bebop: A Social and Musical History can to be your new friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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