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In the middle of the broad, fertile plain that stretches away in the direction of the Rhine, a mile and a quarter
from Mulhausen, the camp was pitched. In the fitful light of the overcast August day, beneath the lowering
sky that was filled with heavy drifting clouds, the long lines of squat white shelter-tents seemed to cower
closer to the ground, and the muskets, stacked at regular intervals along the regimental fronts, made little
spots of brightness, while over all the sentries with loaded pieces kept watch and ward, motionless as statues,
straining their eyes to pierce the purplish mists that lay on the horizon and showed where the mighty river
ran. It was about five o'clock when they had come in from Belfort; it was now eight, and the men had only
just received their rations. There could be no distribution of wood, however, the wagons having gone astray,
and it had therefore been impossible for them to make fires and warm their soup. They had consequently
been obliged to content themselves as best they might, washing down their dry hard-tack with copious
draughts of brandy, a proceeding that was not calculated greatly to help their tired legs after their long
march. Near the canteen, however, behind the stacks of muskets, there were two soldiers pertinaciously
endeavoring to elicit a blaze from a small pile of green wood, the trunks of some small trees that they had
chopped down with their sword-bayonets, and that were obstinately determined not to burn. The cloud of
thick, black smoke, rising slowly in the evening air, added to the general cheerlessness of the scene. There
were but twelve thousand men there, all of the 7th corps that the general, Felix Douay, had with him at the
time. The 1st division had been ordered to Froeschwiller the day before; the 3d was still at Lyons, and it had
been decided to leave Belfort and hurry to the front with the 2d division, the reserve artillery, and an
incomplete division of cavalry. Fires had been seen at Lorrach. The sous-prefet at Schelestadt had sent a
telegram announcing that the Prussians were preparing to pass the Rhine at Markolsheim. The general did
not like his unsupported position on the extreme right, where he was cut off from communication with the
other corps, and his movement in the direction of the frontier had been accelerated by the intelligence he had
received the day before of the disastrous surprise at Wissembourg. Even if he should not be called on to face
the enemy on his own front, he felt that he was likely at any moment to be ordered to march to the relief of
the 1st corps. There must be fighting going on, away down the river near Froeschwiller, on that dark and
threatening Saturday, that ominous 6th of August; there was premonition of it in the sultry air, and the stray
puffs of wind passed shudderingly over the camp as if fraught with tidings of impending evil. And for two
days the division had believed that it was marching forth to battle; the men had expected to find the Prussians
in their front, at the termination of their forced march from Belfort to Mulhausen.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roop:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book The Downfall was making you to know about other know-how
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Downfall is
not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The
Downfall. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kate Vasquez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. The Downfall can be your answer as it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.

Marilyn Calhoun:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for your
requirements is The Downfall this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require
to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
This is why this book suited all of you.

William Kavanaugh:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Downfall to make your
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It
is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Downfall
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these
time.
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