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In this theoretically rich exploration of ethnic and religious tensions, Janet McIntosh demonstrates how the
relationship between two ethnic groups in the bustling Kenyan town of Malindi is reflected in and shaped by
the different ways the two groups relate to Islam. While Swahili and Giriama peoples are historically
interdependent, today Giriama find themselves literally and metaphorically on the margins, peering in at a
Swahili life of greater social and economic privilege. Giriama are frustrated to find their ethnic identity
disparaged and their versions of Islam sometimes rejected by Swahili.

The Edge of Islam explores themes as wide-ranging as spirit possession, divination, healing rituals, madness,
symbolic pollution, ideologies of money, linguistic code-switching, and syncretism and its alternatives.
McIntosh shows how the differing versions of Islam practiced by Swahili and Giriama, and their differing
understandings of personhood, have figured in the growing divisions between the two groups. Her
ethnographic analysis helps to explain why Giriama view Islam, a supposedly universal religion, as
belonging more deeply to certain ethnic groups than to others; why Giriama use Islam in their rituals despite
the fact that so many do not consider the religion their own; and how Giriama appropriations of Islam subtly
reinforce a distance between the religion and themselves. The Edge of Islam advances understanding of
ethnic essentialism, religious plurality, spirit possession, local conceptions of personhood, and the many
meanings of “Islam” across cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and
Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast was making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Edge of Islam:
Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and
Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Peter White:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Edge of Islam: Power,
Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jose Pina:

This The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast is new way
for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So
, don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Liliana Stevens:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and
Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya
Coast has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it



offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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