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Diamonds in the Rough explores the lives of African laborers on Angola’s diamond mines from the
commencement of operations in 1917 to the colony’s independence from Portugal in 1975. The mines were
owned and operated by the Diamond Company of Angola, or Diamang, which enjoyed exclusive mining and
labor concessions granted by the colonial government. Through these monopolies, the company became the
most profitable enterprise in Portugal’s African empire. After a tumultuous initial period, the company’s
mines and mining encampments experienced a remarkable degree of stability, in striking contrast to the labor
unrest and ethnic conflicts that flared in other regions. Even during the Angolan war for independence
(1961–75), Diamang’s zone of influence remained comparatively untroubled.

Todd Cleveland explains that this unparalleled level of quietude was a product of three factors: African
workers’ high levels of social and occupational commitment, or “professionalism”; the extreme isolation of
the mining installations; and efforts by Diamang to attract and retain scarce laborers through a calculated
paternalism. The company’s offer of decent accommodations and recreational activities, as well as the
presence of women and children, induced reciprocal behavior on the part of the miners, a professionalism
that pervaded both the social and the workplace environments. This disparity between the harshness of the
colonial labor regime elsewhere and the relatively agreeable conditions and attendant professionalism of
employees at Diamang opens up new ways of thinking about how Africans in colonial contexts engaged with
forced labor, mining capital, and ultimately, each other.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial
Angola, 1917–1975 (New African Histories) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Diamonds in the Rough:
Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917–1975 (New
African Histories) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Charles Shrader:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and
African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917–1975 (New African Histories) why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Christopher Gobert:

The book untitled Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines
of Colonial Angola, 1917–1975 (New African Histories) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Joseph Lafond:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Diamonds in the Rough: Corporate
Paternalism and African Professionalism on the Mines of Colonial Angola, 1917–1975 (New African
Histories) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than



the others?
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