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Whilst under Putin's regime the size of Russia's regular forces has shrunk recently and will continue to do so,
its security and paramilitary elements have become increasingly powerful. In fact, recently they have
proliferated - as have their special uniforms and kit - and have become disproportionately important,
spearheading all recent operations. They seem set to remain Russia's most active armed agencies for the
immediate future. In parallel, within the murky world where government and private interests intersect, a
number of paramilitary 'private armies' operate almost as vigilantes, with government toleration or approval.

This book offers a succinct overview of the official, semi-official and unofficial agencies that pursue Russian
government and quasi-government objectives by armed means, from the 200,000-strong Interior Troops,
through Police and other independent departmental forces, down to private security firms (in Moscow alone,
the largest four security companies have c. 8,000 armed operatives). While some elements have been created
in response to real challenges from terrorism and organized crime, other special groups owe more to
'bureaucratic warlordism' in other Ministries.

Most visibly, several government agencies have been heavily involved in the wars in Chechnya and
elsewhere in the Caucasus. This conflict has spread, requiring counter-terrorist operations both there and
inside Russia by the Interior Troops and the Federal Security Service (ex-KGB). Counter-terrorist defence is
also provided by a Presidential Security Service. Simultaneously, the long fight against the 'Mafiya' has
given birth to special Police and other Justice Ministry units. At the fringes of such activities are parachute-
trained combat medics, disaster-relief and fire-fighting officers of the Ministry of Emergency Situations. In
the face of lawlessness born in the chaotic years of Boris Yeltsin's reign in the 1990s, there has also been a
toleration of armed civilian vigilante groups in the Caucasus and Russian Far East, with the reappearance of
Cossack patrols and other groups, which are provided at a community level with arms and uniforms in return
for taking over local security.

Featuring rare photographs, and detailed color plates of uniforms, insignia and equipment, Mark Galeotti, a
renowned authority, explores the Putin regime's shadowy special-forces apparatus, active in an array of
counter-terrorist and counter-mafia wars since 1991.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Russian Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite)
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The reserve Russian Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Russian
Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite). You never really feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Harold Houston:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Russian Security and
Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Jessica Kelly:

This Russian Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite) is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Russian Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten
or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

James Holmes:

The book untitled Russian Security and Paramilitary Forces since 1991 (Elite) contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to



buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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