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Sixty years ago political divisions in the United States ran even deeper than today's name-calling showdowns
between the left and right. Back then, to call someone a communist was to threaten that person's career,
family, freedom, and, sometimes, life itself. Hysteria about the "red menace" mushroomed as the Soviet
Union tightened its grip on Eastern Europe, Mao Zedong rose to power in China, and the atomic arms race
accelerated. Spy scandals fanned the flames, and headlines warned of sleeper cells in the nation's midst--just
as it does today with the "War on Terror."

In his new book, The Fear Within, Scott Martelle takes dramatic aim at one pivotal moment of that era. On
the afternoon of July 20, 1948, FBI agents began rounding up twelve men in New York City, Chicago, and
Detroit whom the U.S. government believed posed a grave threat to the nation--the leadership of the
Communist Party-USA. After a series of delays, eleven of the twelve "top Reds" went on trial in Manhattan's
Foley Square in January 1949.

The proceedings captivated the nation, but the trial quickly dissolved into farce. The eleven defendants were
charged under the 1940 Smith Act with conspiring to teach the necessity of overthrowing the U.S.
government based on their roles as party leaders and their distribution of books and pamphlets. In essence,
they were on trial for their libraries and political beliefs, not for overt acts threatening national security.
Despite the clear conflict with the First Amendment, the men were convicted and their appeals denied by the
U.S. Supreme Court in a decision that gave the green light to federal persecution of Communist Party
leaders--a decision the court effectively reversed six years later. But by then, the damage was done. So
rancorous was the trial the presiding judge sentenced the defense attorneys to prison terms, too, chilling
future defendants' access to qualified counsel.

Martelle's story is a compelling look at how American society, both general and political, reacts to stress and,
incongruously, clamps down in times of crisis on the very beliefs it holds dear: the freedoms of speech and
political belief. At different points in our history, the executive branch, Congress, and the courts have subtly
or more drastically eroded a pillar of American society for the politics of the moment. It is not surprising,
then, that The Fear Within takes on added resonance in today's environment of suspicion and the decline of
civil rights under the U.S. Patriot Act.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Fear Within:
Spies, Commies, and American Democracy on Trial suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and American Democracy
on Trialis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Janet Baltimore:

The publication untitled The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and American Democracy on Trial is the e-book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and
American Democracy on Trial from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kari Annis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and
American Democracy on Trial can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Carolyn Cook:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Fear Within: Spies, Commies, and American Democracy on Trial when you necessary
it?
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