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A monumental retelling of world history through the lens of maritime enterprise, revealing in breathtaking
depth how people first came into contact with one another by ocean and river, lake and stream, and how
goods, languages, religions, and entire cultures spread across and along the world’s waterways, bringing
together civilizations and defining what makes us most human. 

Lincoln Paine takes us back to the origins of long-distance migration by sea with our ancestors’ first forays
from Africa and Eurasia to Australia and the Americas. He demonstrates the critical role of maritime trade to
the civilizations of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and the Indus Valley. He reacquaints us with the great
seafaring cultures of antiquity like those of the Phoenicians and Greeks, as well as those of India and
Southeast and East Asia, who parlayed their navigational skills, shipbuilding techniques, and commercial
acumen to establish thriving overseas colonies and trade routes in the centuries leading up to the age of
European expansion. And finally, his narrative traces how commercial shipping and naval warfare brought
about the enormous demographic, cultural, and political changes that have globalized the world throughout
the post–Cold War era.

This tremendously readable intellectual adventure shows us the world in a new light, in which the sea reigns
supreme. We find out how a once-enslaved East African king brought Islam to his people, what the
American “sail-around territories” were, and what the Song Dynasty did with twenty-wheel, human-powered
paddleboats with twenty paddle wheels and up to three hundred crew. Above all, Paine makes clear how the
rise and fall of civilizations can be linked to the sea. An accomplishment of both great sweep and
illuminating detail, The Sea and Civilization is a stunning work of history.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime
History of the World will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
appropriate book with you?

Vanessa Palacios:

The book The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Sea and
Civilization: A Maritime History of the World? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marietta Allred:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. The Sea and Civilization: A Maritime History of the World can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Lydia Baum:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Sea and Civilization: A
Maritime History of the World is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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