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In 1799 Napoleons army uncovered an ancient stele in the Nile delta. Its inscription, recorded in three
distinct scripts--ancient Greek, Coptic, and hieroglyphic--would provide scholars with the first clues to
unlocking the secrets of Egyptian hieroglyphs, a language lost for nearly two millennia. More than twenty
years later a remarkably gifted Frenchman named Jean-Francois Champollion successfully deciphered the
hieroglyphs on the stele, now commonly known as the Rosetta Stone, sparking a revolution in our
knowledge of ancient Egypt. Cracking the Egyptian Code is the first biography in English of Champollion,
widely regarded as the founder of Egyptology. Andrew Robinson meticulously reconstructs how
Champollion cracked the code of the hieroglyphic script, describing how Champollion started with Egyptian
obelisks in Rome and papyri in European collections, sailed the Nile for a year, studied the tombs in the
Valley of the Kings (a name he first coined), and carefully compared the three scripts on the Rosetta Stone to
penetrate the mystery of the hieroglyphic text. Robinson also brings to life the rivalry between Champollion
and the English scientist Thomas Young, who claimed credit for launching the decipherment, which
Champollion hotly denied. There is much more to Champollions life than the Rosetta Stone and Robinson
gives equal weight to the many roles he played in his tragically brief life, from a teenage professor in
Revolutionary France to a supporter of Napoleon (whom he met), an exile, and a curator at the Louvre.
Extensively illustrated in color and black-and-white pictures, Cracking the Egyptian Code will appeal to a
wide readership interested in Egypt, decipherment and code-breaking, and Napoleon and the French
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

David Nester:

Here thing why that Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Cracking the Egyptian Code: The
Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Cracking the Egyptian Code: The
Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Cracking the Egyptian Code: The
Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion in e-book can be your alternative.

James Newman:

The book with title Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion
posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read the idea anywhere you want.

Dan Fry:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Cracking the Egyptian Code: The Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion
can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Nicholas Thiede:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Cracking the Egyptian Code: The
Revolutionary Life of Jean-Francois Champollion is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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