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Chronicling the British pursuit of the legendary El Dorado, Masters of All They Surveyed tells the fascinating
story of geography, cartography, and scientific exploration in Britain's unique South American colony,
Guyana. How did nineteenth-century Europeans turn areas they called terra incognita into bounded colonial
territories? How did a tender-footed gentleman, predisposed to seasickness (and unable to swim), make his
way up churning rivers into thick jungle, arid savanna, and forbidding mountain ranges, survive for the better
part of a decade, and emerge with a map? What did that map mean?

In answering these questions, D. Graham Burnett brings to light the work of several such explorers,
particularly Sir Robert H. Schomburgk, the man who claimed to be the first to reach the site of Ralegh's El
Dorado. Commissioned by the Royal Geographical Society and later by the British Crown, Schomburgk
explored and mapped regions in modern Brazil, Venezuela, and Guyana, always in close contact with
Amerindian communities. Drawing heavily on the maps, reports, and letters that Schomburgk sent back to
England, and especially on the luxuriant images of survey landmarks in his Twelve Views in the Interior of
Guiana (reproduced in color in this book), Burnett shows how a vast network of traverse surveys,
illustrations, and travel narratives not only laid out the official boundaries of British Guiana but also marked
out a symbolic landscape that fired the British imperial imagination.

Engagingly written and beautifully illustrated, Masters of All They Surveyed will interest anyone who wants
to understand the histories of colonialism and science.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Masters of All They Surveyed:
Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kenneth Roland:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Gregory Sims:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Donna Solano:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration,
Geography, and a British El Dorado was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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