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A concise legal history of Illinois through the end of the nineteenth century, Prairie Justice covers the

region’s progression from French to British to early American legal systems, which culminated in a unique

body of Illinois law that has influenced other jurisdictions. Written by Roger L. Severns in the 1950s and

published in serial form in the 1960s, Prairie Justice is available now for the first time as a book, thanks to

the work of editor John A. Lupton, an Illinois and legal historian who also contributed an introduction.

Illinois’ legal development demonstrates the tension between two completely different European legal

systems, between river communities and prairie towns, and between agrarian and urban interests. Severns

uses several rulings—including a reconstitution of the Supreme Court in 1824, slavery-related cases, and the

impeachment of a Supreme Court justice—to examine political movements in Illinois and their impact on the

local judiciary. Through legal decisions, the Illinois judiciary became an independent, co-equal branch of

state government. By the mid-nineteenth century, Illinois had established itself as a leading judicial

authority, influencing not only the growing western frontier but also the industrialized and farming regions

of the country. With a close eye for detail, Severns reviews the status of the legal profession during the 1850s

by looking new members of the Court, the nostalgia of circuit riding, and how a young lawyer named

Abraham Lincoln rose to prominence.

Illinois has a rich judicial history, but that history has not been adequately documented until now. With the

publication of Prairie Justice, those interested in Illinois legal history finally have a book that covers the

development of the state’s judiciary in its formative years.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Prairie Justice: A History of
Illinois Courts under French, English, and American Law, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Doris Anderson:

Beside this specific Prairie Justice: A History of Illinois Courts under French, English, and American Law in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Prairie Justice: A History of Illinois Courts under French,
English, and American Law because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen
if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from at this
point!

James Oliver:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Prairie Justice: A History of Illinois Courts under French, English,
and American Law was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Colleen Edwards:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Prairie Justice: A History of Illinois Courts under French, English, and American Law when you needed



it?
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