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Thomas Jefferson was an avid book-collector, a voracious reader, and a gifted writer--a man who prided
himself on his knowledge of classical and modern languages and whose marginal annotations include
quotations from Euripides, Herodotus, and Milton. And yet there has never been a literary life of our most
literary president.

In The Road to Monticello, Kevin J. Hayes fills this important gap by offering a lively account of Jefferson's
spiritual and intellectual development, focusing on the books and ideas that exerted the most profound
influence on him. Moving chronologically through Jefferson's life, Hayes reveals the full range and depth of
Jefferson's literary passions, from the popular "small books" sold by traveling chapmen, such as The History
of Tom Thumb, which enthralled him as a child; to his lifelong love of Aesop's Fables and Robinson Crusoe;
his engagement with Horace, Ovid, Virgil and other writers of classical antiquity; and his deep affinity with
the melancholy verse of Ossian, the legendary third-century Gaelic warrior-poet. Drawing on Jefferson's
letters, journals, and commonplace books, Hayes offers a wealth of new scholarship on the print culture of
colonial America, reveals an intimate portrait of Jefferson's activities beyond the political chamber, and
reconstructs the president's investigations in such different fields of knowledge as law, history, philosophy
and natural science. Most importantly, Hayes uncovers the ideas and exchanges which informed the thinking
of America's first great intellectual and shows how his lifelong pursuit of knowledge culminated in the
formation of a public offering, the "academic village" which became UVA, and his more private retreat at
Monticello.

Gracefully written and painstakingly researched, The Road to Monticello provides an invaluable look at
Jefferson's intellectual and literary life, uncovering the roots of some of the most important--and influential--
ideas that have informed American history.
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From reader reviews:

Corine Ramirez:

The book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Stephan Stephens:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas
Jefferson. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ernestine Miller:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book
The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of Thomas Jefferson. You can more appealing than now.

Virgie Haynes:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Road to Monticello: The Life and
Mind of Thomas Jefferson to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Road to Monticello: The Life and
Mind of Thomas Jefferson can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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