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Using a vast swath of data spanning the past six decades, Unequal Democracy debunks many myths about
politics in contemporary America, using the widening gap between the rich and the poor to shed disturbing
light on the workings of American democracy. Larry Bartels shows the gap between the rich and poor has
increased greatly under Republican administrations and decreased slightly under Democrats, leaving
America grossly unequal. This is not simply the result of economic forces, but the product of broad-reaching
policy choices in a political system dominated by partisan ideologies and the interests of the wealthy.

Bartels demonstrates that elected officials respond to the views of affluent constituents but ignore the views
of poor people. He shows that Republican presidents in particular have consistently produced much less
income growth for middle-class and working-poor families than for affluent families, greatly increasing
inequality. He provides revealing case studies of key policy shifts contributing to inequality, including the
massive Bush tax cuts of 2001 and 2003 and the erosion of the minimum wage. Finally, he challenges
conventional explanations for why many voters seem to vote against their own economic interests,
contending that working-class voters have not been lured into the Republican camp by "values issues" like
abortion and gay marriage, as commonly believed, but that Republican presidents have been remarkably
successful in timing income growth to cater to short-sighted voters.

Unequal Democracy is social science at its very best. It provides a deep and searching analysis of the
political causes and consequences of America's growing income gap, and a sobering assessment of the
capacity of the American political system to live up to its democratic ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Marco Roy:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Unequal
Democracy: The Political Economy of the New Gilded Age? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Armando Lemaire:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Unequal Democracy: The Political Economy of the
New Gilded Age will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

James Buscher:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Unequal Democracy: The Political Economy of the New Gilded Age, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Richard King:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Unequal Democracy: The Political
Economy of the New Gilded Age.
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