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“Soulfully researched and elegantly written, the personal and the critical converge into a reading of Cuban
American memoirs by ‘one-and-a-halfers,’ those in a generation who left the island in childhood and early
adolescence.”—Eliana S. Rivero, author of Discursos desde la diáspora
 
“Timely and salient. In addition to tracing the trajectory of narratives of return, this study puts into relief the
idea that there is no singular process of return.”—Andrea O’Reilly Herrera, author of Cuban Artists across
the Diaspora: Setting the Tent against the House
 
“Outstanding. López’s interpretation of the narratives of the émigré’s real or imagined returns to their
homeland is insightful, sensitive, well documented, and informed by current debates about diasporas, exile,
transnationalism, and identity.”—Jorge Duany, author of Blurred Borders: Transnational Migration between
the Hispanic Caribbean and the United States
 
While the stories and resettlement patterns of Cubans who have left their home island have been widely
documented, the subject of return in the Cuban diaspora remains understudied.

In this one-of-a-kind volume, Iraida López explores various narratives of return by those who left Cuba as
children or adolescents. Including memoirs, semi-autobiographical fiction, and visual arts, many of these
accounts feature a physical arrival on the island while others depict a metaphorical or vicarious experience
by means of fictional characters or childhood reminiscences. As two-way migration increases in the post-
Cold War period, many of these narratives put to the test the boundaries of national identity.

Through a critical reading of works by Cuban American artists and writers like María Brito, Ruth Behar,
Carlos Eire, Cristina García, Ana Mendieta, Gustavo Pérez Firmat, Ernesto Pujol, Achy Obejas, and Ana
Menéndez, López highlights the affective ties as well as the tensions underlying the relationship between
returning subjects and their native country. Impossible Returns also looks at how Cubans still living on the
island depict returning émigrés in their own narratives, addressing works by Jesús Díaz, Humberto Solás,
Carlos Acosta, Nancy Alonso, Leonardo Padura, and others. Blurring the lines between disciplines and
geographic borders, this book underscores the centrality of Cuba for its diaspora and bears implications for
other countries with widespread populations in exile.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

The feeling that you get from Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora may be the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Impossible Returns: Narratives of the
Cuban Diaspora instantly.

Paula Cofield:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Helen Jackson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Jason Davis:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora we can have more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Impossible Returns:
Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora. You can more appealing than now.



Download and Read Online Impossible Returns: Narratives of the
Cuban Diaspora Iraida H. Lopez #HWN6J5YOK37



Read Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by
Iraida H. Lopez for online ebook

Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books,
books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub,
read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books
to read Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez books to read online.

Online Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez
ebook PDF download

Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez Doc

Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez Mobipocket

Impossible Returns: Narratives of the Cuban Diaspora by Iraida H. Lopez EPub


