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With some six billion mobile subscriptions now in use worldwide, around three-quarters of the world's
inhabitants now have access to a mobile phone. Mobiles are arguably the most ubiquitous modern
technology -- in some developing countries, more people have access to a mobile phone than to clean water,
a bank account or even electricity. Mobile communications now offer major opportunities to advance human
development -- from providing basic access to education or health information to making cash payments and
stimulating citizen involvement in democratic processes.

This 2012 edition of the World Bank’s Information and Communications for Development Report analyzes
the growth and evolution of mobile telephony, and the rise of data-based services delivered to handheld
devices, including 'apps' or smartphone applications. The report explores the consequences for development
of the emerging 'app economy'. It summarizes current thinking and seeks to inform the debate on the use of
mobile phones for development. This report looks, in particular, at key ecosystem-based applications in
agriculture, health, financial services, employment and government, with chapters devoted to each. It’s no
longer about the phone itself, but about how it is used, and the content and applications that mobile phones
open up.

Mobile applications not only empower individual users, they enrich their lifestyles and livelihoods, and boost
the economy as a whole. Mobile apps make phones immensely powerful as portals to the online world. A
new wave of apps and 'mash-ups' of services, driven by high-speed networks, social networking, online
crowdsourcing and innovation, is helping mobile phones transform the lives of people in developed and
developing countries alike. The report finds that mobile applications not only empower individuals, but have
important cascade effects stimulating growth, entrepreneurship and productivity throughout the economy as
a whole. Mobile communications promise to do more than just give the developing world a voice -- they
unlock the genie in the phone, empowering people to make their own choices and decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Reader:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Information and
Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Allison Phelps:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Information and Communications
for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Minnis:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Information and Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing
Mobile was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.

Karl Irwin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Information and Communications for Development 2012: Maximizing Mobile when you needed
it?
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