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Audacious in its scope, subtle in its analysis, and persuasive in its arguments, The Great Melding is the
second book in Glenn Feldman’s magisterial recounting of the South’s transformation from a
Reconstruction-era citadel of Democratic Party inertia to a cauldron of GOP agitation. In this pioneering
study, Feldman shows how the transitional years after World War II, the Dixiecrat episode, and the early
1950s formed a pivotal sequence of events that altered America’s political landscape in profound,
fundamental, and unexpected ways.
 
Feldman’s landmark work The Irony of the Solid South dismantled the myth of the New Deal consensus,
proving it to be only a fleeting alliance of fissiparous factions; The Great Melding further examines how the
South broke away from that consensus. Exploring issues of race and white supremacy, Feldman documents
and explains the roles of economics, religion, and emotive appeals to patriotism in southern voting patterns.
His probing and original analysis includes a discussion of the limits of southern liberalism and a fresh
examination of the Dixiecrat Revolt of 1948.
 
Feldman convincingly argues that the Dixiecrats—often dismissed as a transitory footnote in American
politics—served as a template for the modern conservative movement. Now a predictable Republican
stronghold, Alabama at the time was viewed by national political strategists as a battleground and bellwether.
Masterfully synthesizing a vast range of sources, Feldman shows that Alabama was then one of the few
states where voters made unpredictable choices between the competing ideologies of the Democrats,
Republicans, and Dixiecrats.
 
Writing in his lively and provocative style, Feldman demonstrates that the events he recounts in Alabama
between 1942 and Dwight Eisenhower’s 1952 election encapsulate a rare moment of fluidity in American
politics, one in which the New Deal consensus shattered and the Democratic and Republican parties fought
off a third-party revolt only to find themselves irrevocably altered by their success. The Great Melding will
fascinate historians, political scientists, political strategists, and readers of political nonfiction.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Numbers:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat
Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South). All type of book
could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

James Rodriguez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Great Melding:
War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South)
book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jerry Rivera:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and
the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) can give you a lot of friends because
by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let me have The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion, and the Southern Model for
America's New Conservatism (Modern South).

Donald Sigman:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Great Melding: War, the Dixiecrat Rebellion,
and the Southern Model for America's New Conservatism (Modern South) can make you really feel more



interested to read.
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