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Like many Native Americans consigned to reservations, the Shoshones and Bannocks of Idaho and Utah
initially resisted the forces of incorporation; unlike many, they rose to the challenges they faced. Shoshone-
Bannock cattlemen at Fort Hall, Idaho, survived drought, overgrazing, declining markets, and a world
financial crisis that drove most non-Indian operators in the region out of business. John W. Heaton's book
tells how they did it and assesses their success in pushing their cultural agendas in the face of federal Indian
policy and international market pressures.

Confined to the Fort Hall Reservation from the 1880s to 1920s, the Shoshone-Bannocks faced assimilation
pressures, subjugation to BIA-sponsored governance, and challenges to their traditional land use that left
most of them dispirited and impoverished. Yet during this period they laid the foundation for a remarkable
transformation in their economic and political institutions and moved closer toward self-determination. By
the mid-1930s, a majority of reservation residents lived in framed houses and participated in a modern cattle
industry, relying on the government for only a small fraction of their income and voting for representatives
to a business council that handled most tribal affairs.

Even in the face of internal disputes between cattlemen and hay cutters, the people of Fort Hall found
innovative ways—such as participation in new religious experiences, cultural redefinition, and regular
community gatherings—to manage the contradictions that stemmed from market integration. Heaton tells
how the Shoshone-Bannocks made a meaningful choice between productive commerce and a more typical
reliance on subsistence and wage labor. Their leaders found new ways to unite disparate bands and kin
groups to resist attempts to open reservation land to exploitation by non-Indians, and through careful land
cessions they were able to obtain the capital needed to develop reservation resources themselves.

The Shoshone-Bannocks not only gained a national reputation for the quality of Fort Hall beef, they
remained an adaptable and resilient people who continue to pursue a meaningful existence in a changing
world. This case study challenges the view that Indians were ill suited to market-based pursuits and enhances
our understanding of cultural persistence within the broader sweep of historical change.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Schwindt:

Here thing why this kind of The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-1940 are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and
Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-1940 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at
Fort Hall, 1870-1940. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-1940 in
e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Mueller:

This book untitled The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-1940 to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Edwina Hinkle:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-
1940 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Rivera:

Beside this kind of The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-1940 in your phone,
it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Shoshone-Bannocks: Culture and Commerce at Fort Hall, 1870-
1940 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would
not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still



want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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