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Contemporary discussions in philosophy of mind have largely been shaped by physicalism, the doctrine that
all phenomena are ultimately physical. Here, Jaegwon Kim presents the most comprehensive and systematic
presentation yet of his influential ideas on the mind-body problem. He seeks to determine, after half a
century of debate: What kind of (or "how much") physicalism can we lay claim to? He begins by laying out
mental causation and consciousness as the two principal challenges to contemporary physicalism. How can
minds exercise their causal powers in a physical world? Is a physicalist account of consciousness possible?

The book's starting point is the "supervenience" argument (sometimes called the "exclusion" argument),
which Kim reformulates in an extended defense. This argument shows that the contemporary physicalist
faces a stark choice between reductionism (the idea that mental phenomena are physically reducible) and
epiphenomenalism (the view that mental phenomena are causally impotent). Along the way, Kim presents a
novel argument showing that Cartesian substance dualism offers no help with mental causation.

Mind-body reduction, therefore, is required to save mental causation. But are minds physically reducible?
Kim argues that all but one type of mental phenomena are reducible, including intentional mental
phenomena, such as beliefs and desires. The apparent exceptions are the intrinsic, felt qualities of conscious
experiences ("qualia"). Kim argues, however, that certain relational properties of qualia, in particular their
similarities and differences, are behaviorally manifest and hence in principle reducible, and that it is these
relational properties of qualia that are central to their cognitive roles. The causal efficacy of qualia, therefore,
is not entirely lost.

According to Kim, then, while physicalism is not the whole truth, it is the truth near enough.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton
Monographs in Philosophy) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Physicalism, or Something Near Enough
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship using the book Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in
Philosophy). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Grace McClellan:

This Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton
Monographs in Philosophy) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs
in Philosophy) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Physicalism, or Something Near Enough
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Lisa Haight:

Here thing why this kind of Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy)
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Physicalism, or Something
Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Physicalism, or
Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Physicalism, or Something Near Enough (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) in e-book can be your
option.



Tyrone Hogans:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Physicalism, or Something Near Enough
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book Physicalism, or Something Near Enough
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with
what must you're doing of their time.
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