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Two novellas about Prize-Fighters:

"THE GAME" is superficially the story of a prize fight and it is a good story. Considered only as a
description of the fight it would make the fortune of any sporting editor in America. For most readers this
with the love story that runs along with it will be all that is seen, but those who know Jack London as a
socialist will see that "The Game" is the story of a bigger fight than ever took place within the squared circle.
It is the game of life that is being fought throughout the book, the game in which the struggle for success
swallows up the participant, in which skill, brains and training tell for much, but which at last may be
decided by a lucky punch. It is intensely realistic, even to the extent of animalism at times.

The illustrations and decorations by Henry Hutt and T. C. Lawrence are striking features of the book. The
pen drawings which open the chapters are ghastly strong at times.

At the time, Jack London's fame as an author was being pushed close by his notoriety as a socialist. At least
that is the way the some critics put it. The trouble with London is that he is not the ordinary kind of a literary
socialist. It would be easy to name a half dozen prominent writers of the previous decade who have
occasionally admitted that they were socialists, but their socialism was generally of such a mild inoffensive
sort that it didn't hurt them much with their capitalist friends.

London, however, is the genuine, old fashioned, proletarian, class struggle, etc., socialist. His socialism is
like everything else about him, virile, combative and a tough back bone.

* * * * *

From The Book of Jack London, Volume 2 by Charmian London:

“On September 9, Jack went to Colma, as one of a constellation of The Examiner's star writers, to do the
Britt-Nelson prizefight. It was in the course of this write-up he coined another catch-phrase that went into the
language of the country, as "the call of the wild," "the white silence," and even "the game" had become
almost household words. This time it was "the abysmal brute," to which certain pugilists took exception until
they came to realize the author's meaning—the life that refuses to quit and lie down even after consciousness
has ceased.

“By 'abysmal brute,' Jack would extemporize, ‘I mean the basic life deeper than the brain and the intellect
in living things. Intelligence rests upon it; and when intelligence goes, it still remains. The abysmal brute
life,’ he illustrated, ‘that causes the heart of a gutted dog-fish to beat in one's hand—you've seen them do that
when we were fishing off the Key Route pier,’ I was reminded. ‘Or the beak of a slain turtle to close and bite
off a man's finger; it's the life force that makes a fighter go on fighting even though he is past all direction
from his intelligence.’ So enamored was he of his own phrase that eight years afterward he used it for title of
another prize-fight novel.”
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The
Game and The Abysmal Brute? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Lisa Jennings:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Game and
The Abysmal Brute suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Game and The Abysmal Bruteis the main one of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Joann Huertas:

Typically the book The Game and The Abysmal Brute will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Game and The Abysmal Brute is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Donald White:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Game and The Abysmal Brute can be very good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.
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