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Greed, frustrated love, traffic jams, infertility, politics, polygamy. These--together with depictions of
traditional village life and the impact of colonialism made familiar to Western readers through Chinua
Achebe's writing--are the stuff of Nigerian fiction. Bearing Witness examines this varied content and the
determined people who, against all odds, write, publish, sell, and read novels in Africa's most populous
nation.

Drawing on interviews with Nigeria's writers, publishers, booksellers, and readers, surveys, and a careful
reading of close to 500 Nigerian novels--from lightweight romances to literary masterpieces--Wendy
Griswold explores how global cultural flows and local conflicts meet in the production and reception of
fiction. She argues that Nigerian readers and writers form a reading class that unabashedly believes in
progress, rationality, and the slow-but-inevitable rise of a reading culture. But they do so within a society
that does not support their assumptions and does not trust literature, making them modernists in a country
that is simultaneously premodern and postmodern.

Without privacy, reliable electricity, political freedom, or even social toleration of bookworms, these
Nigerians write and read political satires, formula romances, war stories, complex gender fiction, blood-and-
sex crime capers, nostalgic portraits of village life, and profound explorations of how decent people get by
amid urban chaos. Bearing Witness is an inventive and moving work of cultural sociology that may be the
most comprehensive sociological analysis of a literary system ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Bearing Witness will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Mark Sawyers:

The book Bearing Witness has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Dorothy Betancourt:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Bearing Witness.

Mary Adam:

Beside this specific Bearing Witness in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Bearing
Witness because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book and read it from at this point!
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