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In 1903, a young woman sailed from India to Guiana as a “coolie”—the British name for indentured laborers
who replaced the newly emancipated slaves on sugar plantations all around the world. Pregnant and traveling
alone, this woman, like so many coolies, disappeared into history. In Coolie Woman—shortlisted for the
2014 Orwell Prize—her great-granddaughter Gaiutra Bahadur embarks on a journey into the past to find
her. Traversing three continents and trawling through countless colonial archives, Bahadur excavates not
only her great-grandmother’s story but also the repressed history of some quarter of a million other coolie
women, shining a light on their complex lives.

Shunned by society, and sometimes in mortal danger, many coolie women were either runaways, widows, or
outcasts. Many of them left husbands and families behind to migrate alone in epic sea voyages—traumatic
“middle passages”—only to face a life of hard labor, dismal living conditions, and, especially, sexual
exploitation. As Bahadur explains, however, it is precisely their sexuality that makes coolie women stand out
as figures in history. Greatly outnumbered by men, they were able to use sex with their overseers to gain
various advantages, an act that often incited fatal retaliations from coolie men and sometimes larger
uprisings of laborers against their overlords. Complex and unpredictable, sex was nevertheless a powerful
tool.

Examining this and many other facets of these remarkable women’s lives, Coolie Woman is a meditation on
survival, a gripping story of a double diaspora—from India to the West Indies in one century, Guyana to the
United States in the next—that is at once a search for one’s roots and an exploration of gender and power,
peril and opportunity. 
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mendez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture has been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The e-book Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture.
You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Joy Carlson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barry Altman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture
publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of
Indenture as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Keith Robertson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book Coolie Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Coolie
Woman: The Odyssey of Indenture. You can more inviting than now.
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