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For hundreds of years, the New England cod fishery was one of the most productive in the world, with
higher average annual landings than any comparable ocean area. But in the late 1980s, fish catches dropped
precipitously, as the cod, flounder, and other species that had long dominated the region seemed to lose their
ability to recover from the massive annual harvests. Even today, with fishing sharply restricted, populations
have not recovered.

Largely overlooked in this disaster is the intriguing human and scientific puzzle that lies at its heart: an
anguished, seemingly inexplicable conflict between government scientists and fishermen over how fish
populations are assessed, which has led to bitter disputes and has crippled efforts to agree on catch
restrictions. In The Great Gulf, author David Dobbs offers a fascinating and compelling look at both sides of
the conflict.

With great immediacy, he describes the history of the fisheries science in this most studied of oceans, and
takes the reader on a series of forays over the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank on both fishing boats and
research vessels. He introduces us to the challenges facing John Galbraith, Linda Despres, and Jay Burnett,
passionate and dedicated scientists with the National Marine Fisheries Service who spend countless hours
working to determine how many fish there really are, and to the dilemma of Dave Goethel, a whipsmart,
conscientious fisherman with 20 years's experience who struggles to understand the complex world he works
in while maintaining his livelihood in an age of increasing regulation.

Dobbs paints the New England fishery problem in its full human and natural complexity, vividly portraying
the vitality of an uncontrollable, ultimately unknowable sea and its strange, frightening, and beautiful
creatures on the one hand, and on the other, the smart, irrepressible, unpredictable people who work there
with great joy and humor, refusing to surrender to the many reasons for despair or cynicism. For anyone who
read Cod or The Perfect Storm, this book offers the next chapter of the story -- how today's fishers and
fisheries scientists are grappling with the collapse of this fishery and trying to chart, amid uncertain waters, a
course towards its restoration.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Densmore:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Great Gulf: Fishermen, Scientists, and
the Struggle to Revive the World's Greatest Fishery, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Marcos Anderson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. The Great Gulf: Fishermen, Scientists, and the Struggle to Revive the World's
Greatest Fishery can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Peggy Dunn:

The book untitled The Great Gulf: Fishermen, Scientists, and the Struggle to Revive the World's Greatest
Fishery contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works.
You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice learn.

Jocelyn Lee:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Great Gulf: Fishermen, Scientists, and
the Struggle to Revive the World's Greatest Fishery or maybe others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Great Gulf: Fishermen, Scientists, and the
Struggle to Revive the World's Greatest Fishery to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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