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Recognized as one of the greatest philosophers in classical China, Chu Hsi (1130-1200) is known in the
West primarily through translations of one of his many works, the Chin-ssu Lu. In this book, Julia Ching
offers the first book-length examination of Chu Hsi's religious thought, based on extensive reading of both
primary and secondary sources.
Ching begins by providing an introduction to Chu's twelfth-century intellectual context. She then examines
Chu's natural philosophy, looking in particular at the ideas of the Great Ultimate and at spirits and deities and
the rituals that honor them. Next, Ching considers Chu's interpretation of human nature and the emotions,
highlighting the mystical thrust of the theoretical and practical teachings of spiritual cultivation and
meditation. She discusses Chu's philosophical disputes with his contemporariesin particular Lu Chiu-
yuanand examines his relationship to Buddhism and Taoism. In the final chapters, Ching looks at critiques of
Chu during his lifetime and after and evaluates the relevance of his thinking in terms of contemporary needs
and problems. This clearly written and highly accessible study also offers translations of some of Chu's most
important philosophical poems, filling a major gap in the fields of both Chinese philosophy and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Religious Thought of Chu Hsi.

Oren Nelson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Religious Thought of Chu Hsi.

Joseph Vest:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
The Religious Thought of Chu Hsi this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Kay Roberts:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Religious Thought of Chu Hsi. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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