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At first glance, the Ford Foundation and the black power movement would make an unlikely partnership.
After the Second World War, the renowned Foundation was the largest philanthropic organization in the
United States and was dedicated to projects of liberal reform. Black power ideology, which promoted self-
determination over color-blind assimilation, was often characterized as radical and divisive. But Foundation
president McGeorge Bundy chose to engage rather than confront black power's challenge to racial liberalism
through an ambitious, long-term strategy to foster the "social development" of racial minorities. The Ford
Foundation not only bankrolled but originated many of the black power era's hallmark legacies: community
control of public schools, ghetto-based economic development initiatives, and race-specific arts and cultural
organizations.

In Top Down, Karen Ferguson explores the consequences of this counterintuitive and unequal relationship
between the liberal establishment and black activists and their ideas. In essence, the white liberal effort to
reforge a national consensus on race had the effect of remaking racial liberalism from the top down—a
domestication of black power ideology that still flourishes in current racial politics. Ultimately, this new
racial liberalism would help foster a black leadership class—including Barack Obama—while
accommodating the intractable inequality that first drew the Ford Foundation to address the "race problem."
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From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the
Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) as the daily resource
information.

Michael Rodiguez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the
Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) it is very good to read. There are
a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Shameka Smith:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Ronald Peyton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Top Down: The Ford Foundation,



Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America).
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