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Imagine trying to understand a stained glass window by breaking it into pieces and examining it one shard at
a time. While you could probably learn a lot about each piece, you would have no idea about what the entire
picture looks like. This is reductionism—the idea that to understand the world we only need to study its
pieces—and it is how most social scientists approach their work.

In A Crude Look at the Whole, social scientist and economist John H. Miller shows why we need to start
looking at whole pictures. For one thing, whether we are talking about stock markets, computer networks, or
biological organisms, individual parts only make sense when we remember that they are part of larger
wholes. And perhaps more importantly, those wholes can take on behaviors that are strikingly different from
that of their pieces.
Miller, a leading expert in the computational study of complex adaptive systems, reveals astounding global
patterns linking the organization of otherwise radically different structures: It might seem crude, but a
beehive’s temperature control system can help predict market fluctuations and a mammal’s heartbeat can
help us understand the “heartbeat” of a city and adapt urban planning accordingly. From enduring racial
segregation to sudden stock market disasters, once we start drawing links between complex systems, we can
start solving what otherwise might be totally intractable problems.

Thanks to this revolutionary perspective, we can finally transcend the limits of reductionism and discover
crucial new ideas. Scientifically founded and beautifully written, A Crude Look at the Whole is a powerful
exploration of the challenges that we face as a society. As it reveals, taking the crude look might be the only
way to truly see.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Winter:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called A Crude
Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and Society? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Clarence Ross:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in
Business, Life, and Society why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kelly McDowell:

You can get this A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and
Society by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Ricardo Donaldson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of
Complex Systems in Business, Life, and Society was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book A Crude Look at the Whole: The Science of Complex Systems in Business, Life, and
Society has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading which.
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